
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No damage, continuous service. 

 

 

 

Continuous service, facility operates and functions after 

earthquake. Negligible structural and nonstructural damage. 

 

Fully 
Operational 

Most operations and functions can resume immediately. Repair is 

required to restore some nonessential service. Damage is light. 

 

Structure is safe for occupancy immediately after earthquake. 

Essential operations are protected, nonessential operations are 

disrupted. 

 

Operational 

Damage is moderate. Selected building systems, features or 

contents may be protected from damage. 

 

 

Life safety is generally protected. Structure is damaged but remains 

stable. Falling hazards remain secure. 

 

Life Safe 

 

Structural collapse prevented. Nonstructural elements may fall. 

 

 

 

Structural damage is severe but collapse is prevented. 

Nonstructural elements fall. 

 

Near 
Collapse 

Portions of primary structural system collapse. 

 

 

 

 

Complete structural collapse. 
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Figure: Spectrum of Damage States 
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